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THE  SILVER  SITUATION  IN  THE  SENATE. 

Senators  who  have  been  counted  as  doubtful — e.  g.,  Senator 
Gordon,  and  others  not  yet  public — are  coming  to  the  side  of  repeal. 
The  Southern  and  Western  Senators  who,  from  conviction,  favor  the 
largest  po.ssible  iise  of  silver  as  money,  but  are  not  interested  as  silvet 
producers,  and  therefore  care  nothing  for  the  price  or  the  market  for 
the  product,  wiix  not  favor  fillibustering. 

They  sympathize  with  the  general  suffering  ; they  respect  the 
popular  cry  for  relief.  But  they  fear  that  the  East,  and — it  must  be 
said — the  President,  are  insincere  in  assurances  of  friendship  for 
Bi-jnctallism.  More  convincing  proof  than  mere  words  from  the 
administration — e.  g.,  the  proposition  to  constitute,  immediately,  a 
Commission,  made  up  as  suggested  in  No.  3,  of  this  Series — would 
satisfy  their  desires,  and  detach  them  from  the  senatorial  silver  pro- 
ducer contingent. 

The  speech  of  Senator  Sherman  yesterday  adds  great  moral  force 
to  the  repeal  movement,  because  it  serves  on  the  silver  producer's  notice 
of  withdrawal  of  tacit  support  from  party  sympathy  on  the  Republican 
side.  Has  similar  notice  been  served  on  silver  protection  from  the  Dem- 
ocratic side?  Thus,  the  “hustling”  in  the  Senate  for  a market  for 
silver  bullion,  is  being  isolated  both  from  political  support,  and  from 
that  of  honest  conviction  in  favor  of  the  use  of  silver  as  currency. 

These  are  the  tivo  crutches  on  which  the  protected  silver  interest  leans 
while  it  poses  before  the  country  in  the  Senate,  as  a public  interest ; it 
has  no  moral  force  of  its  own,  knows  itself  a pretender,  and  an  intruder 
on  Congressional  deliberations.  Deprived  of  these  crutches,  mere 
effrontery  of  self-interest,  left  to  itself,  cannot  stand  up  and  defy  the  sen- 
timent of  the  whole  countr}'. 

Let  it  be  kept  clearly  in  mind  that  establishment  of  any  ratio, 
without  international  agreement,  is,  as  well  as  “free  coinage,”  a 
silver  MONO-metallist  device,  and  will  put  the  countr}',  on  a silver 
basis,  with  consequent  inflation  and  depi'eciation.  Unflinching 
firmness,  repudiation  of  the  temptation  to  renew  the  bargain,  m.  any 
form,  with  silver  production,  coupled  with  wise  action  in  harmony 
with  the  honest  national  demand  for  genuine  Bi-metallism — will  speedily 
crown  with  victory  the  grand  uprising  in  favor  of  honest  money  and 
hdnest  business,  commonly  called — when  destruction  of  false  represent- 
ative values  is  looked  at  instead  of  the  cause  of  the  havoc — the  panic. 

Any  form  of  “ compromise”  will  continue  the  menace  to  public 
CREDIT,  carried  in  silver  purchase,  and  chill  reviving  conflderice. 
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